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Professor 
McLaurin’‘s 


+ 
Private Desk 
(From the New York Herald Tribune) 

The University of Oklahoma wrestl- 
ing with racial segregation, believes it 
has nearly solved the problem. Prof: 
sor G. W. McLaurin, a middle-aged 
Negro seeking graduate courses in edu- 
cational sociology not elsewhere avail- 
abie in the state, is now attending class- 
es, thanks to a United States District 
Court order. Oklahoma, as befits its 
pride and wealth, supports one of the 
better state Universities, but its educa- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


The South Looks To Oklahoma 


By their Sugar Bowl defeat of 
Charlie Justice and his North Car- 
olina Tar Heels, the University 
of Oklahoma football team estab- 
lished itself as perhaps the num- 
ber one team in the South and 
one of the top teams in the Nation. 
All honor to Oklahoma for its 
great achievement in sports. 


Oklahoma is now in a position, 
however, to give the South leader- 
ship in a far more important 
area. A major objective of a uni- 
versity is to give students help 
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SOMETHING’S MISSING FROM THE PICTURE 


in finding scientific and democra- 
tic answers to troublesome ques- 
tions. 


The State of Oklahoma itself 
now faces the troublesome ques- 
tion of what to do about graduate 
and professional training for Ne- 
groes. We trust that in the solu- 
tion of this problem the Regents 
of the University will give the 
students a practical demonstra- 
tion of the application of reason 
and democracy to an important 
social problem. 


Thus far the State has moved 
in timid, compromising fashion. 
Following a Federal Court order, 
it has admitted a Negro to the 
school of Education at the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma but has re- 
quired him to sit in an anteroom. 

The question now confronting 
the Regents is—shall additional 
students be admitted to the School 
of Education and to the other 
graduate schools or shall new facil- 
ities be developed at Langston, 
state supported university for Ne- 
groes. 


A substantial part of faculty 
and student opinion appears 
to be firmly in favor of ad- 
mitting Negroes to the university 
without prejudice. A committee 
composed of six Deans has made 
such a recommendation to the Ad- 
ministration. 

A survey of faculty opinion at 
eleven Southern State Universities 
was made by the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund (see Nov. 
’48 Southern Patriot). Of the 98 
members of the University of 
Oklahoma faculty that replied, 82, 
or 83 per cent, favored admitting 
Negroes to the graduate schools of 
the University without segrega- 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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The South Looks 


(Continued from Page 1) 


tion; 14, or 15 per cent, voted for the 
segregated regional school plan as advo- 
cated by the Southern Governors; only 
2 voted to establish new and separate 
graduate schools for Negroes. 


In addition to the educators, there 
is strong sentiment among churchmen 
for the ending of segregation. A reso- 
lution by the Oklahoma Council of 
Churches called for an end to Jim 
Crow institutions. 


But the Oklahoma Attorney Gen- 
eral, Mac Q. Williamson, ruled that t 
admission of one Negro at Norman did 
not mean that a second applicant should 
be admitted. 


Gov. Turner has announced that he 
will ask the legislature for $25,000 to 
expand the facilities at Langston to 
provide for graduate training includ- 
ing a school of education. 

In the Dean’s report mentioned above 
it is estimated that it would cost from 
ten to twelve million dollars to build 
separate graduate schools for Negroes. 
Others have said it would cost’ between 
twenty and thirty million. Any ex- 
pense at all would be ruinous as the 
State has not yet found a way to give 
the white schools the increased funds 
they are demanding. 


In addition the way of separate 
schools would keep the state involved 
in tremendously expensive court cases, 
for the Negroes may be counted on to 
continue to demand admission to all 
departments at the University at Nor- 
man which their taxes help to maintain. 


The state must face the possibility 
of building new schools which no one 
may use and which the Supreme Court 
may finally declare to be “unequal” and 
unconstitutional. It has been brought 
out in the expert testimony in the 
Sweatt case that a degree from a new 
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law school for Negroes with limited 
faculty, and few students will not carry 
the same community recognition and 
prestige, an essential part of the value 
of a university degree, as a degree from 
a state university law school, having 
a large faculty, hundreds of students, 
thousands of distinguished alumni, and 
a long and honored tradition. 


From the standpoint of the tough- 
minded tax payer and business man, 
the religious idealist, and the practical 
politician, there is but one reasonable 
and just answer to the problem. Okla- 
homa should open the doors of its grad- 
uate and professional schools without 
prejudice to all properly qualified stu- 
dents. By so doing Oklahoma would 
earn the respect and appreciation of 
people of good will and good sense 
everywhere. We look for Oklahoma to 
take the lead here as she did in the 
Sugar Bowl. 


Professor McLaurin 
(Continued from Page 1) 


tional authorities felt that some lin- 
gering obeisance to segregation was 
still necessary in the McLaurin case. 
The result is an adaption of the Jim 
Crow buses and street cars, of the 
black-curtained cubicle of the dining 
cars. 

Professor McLaurin is in sight and 
sound of the same teacher, along with 
a classroom of white students, but 
he is carefully set off at a little pri- 
vate desk in the entranceway. There 
is no curtain, no sign on the wall that 
this space is for “colored,” but there 
might as well be. Oklahoma’s Univers- 
ity took a seven league stride by ad- 
mitting Professor McLaurin, instead of 
undertaking a fiction of equal but com- 
pletely separate facilities, all of which 
is to be praised. Having yielded this 
far, Oklahoma might as well give an- 
other foot or two and abolish the ante- 
room in education. We hope to hear 
any day now that Professor McLaurin 
has been invited to come around tha 
corner and sit with the rest of the class. 
All concerned will feel better for it. 


* * 


Aubrey Williams, president of the 
Southern Conference Educational Funded, 
and publisher of the Southern Farmer, 
was reelected president of the Alabama 
Farmers Union at its annual conven- 
tion. Speakers at the convention in- 
cluded Charles F. Brannon, secretary of 
Agriculture; James Patton, president of 
the National Farmers Union; and Gov. 
James Folsom of Alabama. 





Oklahoma Council 
Of Churches Calls For 
Admission Of Negroes 


The Executive Board of the 
Oklahoma Council of Churches fa- 
vors the admission of all qualified 
Negroes to the graduate and pro- 
fessional schools of the University 
of Oklahoma. A statement, re- 
leased by Mrs. Roy C. Hisel, ex- 
ecutive secretary, and Rev. Donald 
Black, president of the council, 
said: 

“Believing in the Fatherhood of 
God and the Brotherhood of Man, 
the right of all men to equal op- 
portunities regardless of race or 
color: and 


“Believing that Oklahoma in its 
higher educational system has the 
unprecedented opportunity of im- 
plementing the faith by the ad- 
mittance of Ada Lois Sipuel Fish- 
er and other qualified Negroes who 
desire professional training of- 
fered by our state university; 

“We, the members of the execu- 
tive board of the Oklahoma Coun- 
cil of churches go on record as 
requesting the admittance of Mrs- 
Fisher, or other Negroes, deserv- 
ing professional training in higher 
education, to the University of 
Oklahoma in keeping with the 
spirit of the recent U. S. supreme 
court decision and the right grant- 
ed to such people by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 


“We urge all Christian people 
and churches to exert their influ- 
ences individually and collectively 
to make known their desire that 
Oklahoma take this great social 
step forward.” 








Segregation 
Out of his loneliness he cries, 
And no one hears, 
And though his eyes are dull and 
blurred, 
There are no tears. 


There is a fear that drains the soul 
Like instant death, 
A death that kills the heart but does 
Not stop the breath. 


Your brother stares at changing worlds 
In dark distress. 

Can you stand undisturbed and watch 
Such loneliness? 


MABEL PYLAND COOPER 
Pres. Dallas Dramatic Readers Club 
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Southern Professors Vote To End 
Segregation In Graduate Schools 


Responding to Supreme Court deci- 
sions, Southern States are re-examining 
their policies concerning graduate und 
professional training for Negroes. The 
University Law Schools of Maryland 
cud Delaware and the University of 
Arkansas Medical School have admitted 
Negroes without segregation; The Uni- 
versity of Texas has established a new 
uw school for Negroes, thus far with 
no students; the University of Arkan; 
sis Law School and the University of 
Oklahoma School of Education have 
almitted Negroes but with segregation. 
Southern Governors are backing a plan 
for regional segregdated schools for Ne- 
groes. 

The Southern Conference Educational 
Fund decided to find out which of these 
plans was most acceptable to the facul- 
ties of Southern State universities. A 
ballot was mailed to the entire faculty 
of 11 Southern State universities. Of the 
371 replies received, 255, or 69 per cent 
favored admitting Negroes to white in- 
stitutions where such courses were not 
otherwise available; 105, or 28 per cent 
favored the Southern Governors’ plan 
for segregated, regional schools for Ne- 
groes; and 11, or 3 percent favored 
other plans. 


In the November, 1948, Southern 
Patriot giving a complete summary 
of the poll, we printed some of the com- 
ment from faculty members at the Uni- 
versities of Arkansas, Alabama, Flor- 
ida, Georgia and Mississippi. We print 
below additional comment from other 
States. 


Plan A, admit Negroes, no segrega- 
tion; Plan B, admit Negroes but with 
segregation; Plan C, new and separate 
schools for Negroes; Plan D, regional, 
segregated schools. 


OKLAHOMA 
COMMENTS FAVORING PLAN A 


“T actually favor the complete aboli- 
tion of segregation everywhere: at all 
school levels, in public places—theaters, 
restaurants, etc., and the elimination of 
all references to it in the laws. Only 
that way will real democratic equality 
be achieved.” 

‘TI do not believe in segregation, 
either in graduate or undergraduate 
courses of study. I definitely do not 
believe in the Southern Governors’ 
Plan—that’s a huge farce if ever I saw 

> el!’ 

“This would be the beginning of a 


gradual process of upgrading Negro 
Education. It would work in Oklahoma.” 

“B is expensive (and, in practice, 
ridiculous). C is expensive (and, so 
far, unacceptable to Negroes). D would 
tend to crystallize the segregation pat- 
tern.” 

“Segregation of races is undemo-. 
cratic and violates the spirit of the 
Constitution.” 


COMMENTS FAVORING PLAN D 


“The cost of a separate school for 
negroes (sic) in Oklahoma would be 
too great on a per student basis.” 

“It will offer greater opportunities 
without the complications that come 
from social discrimination, and unequal 
intellectual competition; and will give 
opportunity for special studies that 
can provide special types of instruc- 
tion as they may be needed. They are 
the best educational devices and should 
be developed entirely apart from poli- 
tical activities. Of course higher edu- 
cation for negroes (sic) should be 
maintained on an efficient plane and 
with full equipment and competent 
staff.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN A 

“It is the fairest, most sensible. But 
I prefer no distinctions at all — no 
separate schools of any kind.” 

“Segregation is inconsistent with the 
public character of a public institution. 
Further, it inevitably has evil results 
such as discrimination and the main- 
tenance of bad attitudes on the part 
of all concerned.” 


COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN D 

“It should offer negroes (sic) a 
larger opportunity; they are excluded 
from nothern institutions in greater or 
less degree, sometimes on real or pre- 
tended failure to meet standards. For 
the South it would, or should, obviate 
a dangerous friction.” 

TENNESSEE 

COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN A 


“It is the most economical, most 
sensible, and morally legitimate plan.” 

“Most of us forsee that this will 
happen ultimately anyway.” 


COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN D 


“It is a progressive forward step 
and socially practicable in the South. 
I would vote differently in another 
region of the country. You cannot 
legislate the extinction of undesirable 
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social and emotional responses of a 
whole popultaion. Education, which is 
slower but surer, is better than legis- 
lation and must precede it.” 


TEXAS 
COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN A 


“There should, of course, be no seg- 
regation of any sort in any schools, 
but for holding such a democratic and 
christian point of view I dare not 
sign this.” 

“Segregation is unconstitutional. 
Equal educational privileges cannot be 
realized unless segregation is outlawed.”’ 


“Closest to the complete equality 
which in my opinion is the only satis- 
factory solution from the Christian, 
Constitutional and practical points of 
view.” 


COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN D 
“This is a way by which segregation 
can be maintained and first class schools 
can economically be provided for a 
limited demand by negroes (sic).” 
“Isn’t the reason obvious enough?” 


VIRGINIA 
COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN A 


“It is the only way that discrimina- 
tion can be avoided.” 


“Because I’m a biologist and be- 
lieve in the brotherhood of man. 

“It is the fairest and most adequate 
solution. Plan D may be more accepta- 
able to the South at the present time, 
but does not guarantee equal oppor- 
tunity or quality of instruction and 
eventually would prove inadequate.” 

“This must be the final solution — 
perhaps now is the time to try it rather 
than D the only other one that makes 
any progress at all.” 

“In view of Supreme Court decisions, 
no other plan can long be effective, 
and no other plan quite satisfies funda- 
mental American civil rights require- 
ments. Besides, unsegrated education 
does not necessarily imply social equal- 
ity.” 

“The borders of education and re- 
search should not be bound by consider- 
ations of color.” 


COMMENTS IN FAVOR OF PLAN D 

“T thoroughly believe in the segre- 
gation of the races. By the activities 
of a lot of new deal crackpot vote 
seekers ,as well as others of the same 
ilk bearing foreign names, race rela- 
tions in the South are on the verge 
of being set back a generation. Negro 
advancement in my opinion, cannot be 
achieved in such an atmosphere as has 
recently been created by such meddle- 
some outsiders.” 





* 





BOOKS IN BRIEF 





MY GLORIOUS BROTHERS, by Ho- 
ward Fast; Little, Brown and Co., 
Boston, $2.75. . 


Two centuries before Christ, Antio- 
ches, King of Kings, tried to enslave 
the Hebrews and to impose upon them 
his special kind of Hellenism. There 
arose the Maccabees to lead their peo- 
ple in a 30-year war of resistance and 
liberation. This is one of Mr. Fast’s 
most successful historical novels. A\l- 
though describing events that happened 
two thousand years ago, the author 
gives you the impression of being an 
eye-witness. With all the universal 
beauty and appeal of Biblical literature, 
the book has a special timeliness. It 
helps to understand the Jewish peo- 
ple. and why they fight today with 
such heroic abandon to defend their 
new state in Palestine and why they 
can never be finally defeated. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH- 
ERN SECTIONALISM 1819-1848, by 
Charles S. Sydnor; Louisiana State 
University Press, Baton Rouge, La., 
$6.00. 


In the last general election the Dixie- 
crats were able to carry only four of 
the 13 Southern States, and in these 
4 States the States’ Righters seized the 
machinery of the Democratic Party and 
made impossible a really democratic 
choice. However, this spectacular defla- 
tion of the Dixiecrats will not end the 
agitation for States’ Rights, for that well 
worn political dogma serves important 
economic ends. It is deeply involved in 
the tidelands oil controversy, of wheth- 
er the federal government or individual 
states shall have title to gulf oil in- 
volving not millions but billions of dol- 
lars. 


Reading this book will help you to 
understand the States’ Rights move- 
ment. The South was not always an 
aggressive critic of nationalism. It was 
during the 1820’s that the cotton king- 
dom of the lower South united with 
the tobacco region to the North in 
championing the sovereignty of the in- 
dividual State. In addition to the slav- 
ery question the economic issues in- 
volved were opposition to taxes for in- 
ternal improvements such as canals and 
roads which benefited Northern States 
primarily; opposition to a high tariff; 
and most important of all, a desire to 
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take over Indian land within State 
borders, 

This timely volume is the fifth of 
a ten-volume study. 


AWAKE IN THE NIGHT, by Marcelle 
Chancellor Leath; order from the 
author, Camden, Arkansas, $2.50. 


Mrs. Leath, a native of Oklahoma 
and resident of Arkansas, has written 
a first book of poetry of great beauty, 
power, and social awareness. 


SOCIAL POETS 


Armed only with a vision for mankind, 

with love of justice as their only shield, 

unbannered and unsung, these few you 
find 

coming, dream-armoured, from the town 
and field. 

They take for theirs the lean and lonely 
fight 

They pit their fists against the iron- 
clad night. 


Wherever lives despair beneath the load 

lashed to their backs by hidden ruth- 
less hand, 

wherever ignorance blocks man’s for- 
ward road, 

or power and avarice meet in secret 
band, 

come these to fight with pen and 
mouth and deeds 

the battles of the little people’s needs. 


MARCELLE CHANCELLOR LEATH 
From Awake In The Night 


A CLOUDED STAR, by Anne Parrish, 
Harper, N. Y., $2.75. 


Samuel Mingo, 9-year-old slave boy 
and his eight companions led by 
“Moses,” Hariette Tubman, makes the 
incredible trek on the underground rail- 
way from Maryland to Canada. A novel 
of surpassing beauty about one of the 
epic chapters of Negro history. 


ALL ABOUT US, by Eva Knox Evans, 
illustrations by Vana Earle; Capitol 
Publishing Co., N. Y. $2.00. 


Eva Knox Evans, Virginian who 
knows the South as only the child of 
an itinerant Methodist minister knows 
it, is a prolific writer of books for 
children that regularly win national 
awards. This book explains why people 
are so different in color, customs, and 
language and why we are so much 
alike. A good book for Southern chil- 
dren and their parents, 


SCHW Board Votes 
To Suspend Agency 


At a meeting of the Board of Rep- 
resentatives of the Southern Confer- 
ence for Human Welfare it was votec 
to suspend the operation of that agency, 
according to an announcement by the 
president, Dr. Clark Foreman. “The 
S.C.H.W. was a pre-political group,” 
said Dr. Foreman, “developed under 
the one-party conditions which have 
existed in the South heretofore.” 


The non-political and educationai 
program of the Conference will be car- 
ried on by the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc. 


The full text of the resolution fol- 
lows as adopted by the Board at a 
meeting in Richmond, Va., Nov. 21, 
1948. 


“During ten years of militant fight- 
ing for full democracy in the South 
the SCHW has made a major contribu- 
tion to a southwide awakeing to the 
problems and needs of all the people. 
The Conference was created at a time 
when political activity in the South 
was generally limited to one all-white 
party. 

“The recent election produced un- 
mistakable evidence of the increased 
effect of the Negro vote, the recogni- 
tion of civil rights as a major political 
issue, and the beginning of new poli- 
tical alignments and independent poli- 
tical action—in large degree the logi- 
cal result of the ten years of work by 
the Conference. 

“At the same time it seems to the 
SCHW Board of Representatives that 
new political forces have superceded 
the work of the Conference and placed 
the struggle on a different plane. For 
that reason the Board of the SCHW 
has decided to suspend the operation 
of the Conference. 

“These new political alignments have 
largely absorbed the political energies 
of the members of the SCHW and make 
its continuation unnecessary and a du- 
plication of effort. 

“The SCHW has, during its ten 
years, carried on a very intensive edu- 
cational work. This work, now that the 
Conference no longer exists, will be 
carried on by the SCEF.” 

. * . 

Dr. E. Franklyin Frazier, a member 
of the Board of the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund and head of 
the Department of sociology at Howard 
University, was elected president of the 
American Sociological Society, the first 
time in America that a Negro has 
headed a national scientific society. 





